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1.  LOCATION 

Section  9-45-1 6- W4  in  Census  Division  7.  This  location  is  96  miles 
southeast  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  13  and  on  the  Edmonton-Winnipeg 
branch  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,324  feet  Latitude  52/52  Longitude  112/15 

3.  TEMPERATURE 


Mean  summer  temperature  59.6  deg.  F. 

Mean  winter  temperature  7.67  deg.  F. 

Mean  yearly  temperature  35.5  deg.  F. 


Note:  The  foregoing  is  estimated  from  data  obtained  from  the 

nearest  weather  station. 

4.  RAINFALL 


Mean  annual  rainfall  11.45  inches 

Mean  annual  snowfall  36.1  inches 

Mean  annual  precipitation  15.06  inches 


(Note  — Sections  3 & 4 taken  from  the  weather  station  at  Camrose). 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  rocks  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  in  the  Daysland  area  are 
sandstones  and  sandy  shales  that  were  deposited  in  the  large  freshwater 
lakes  that  covered  the  region  in  the  age  which  is  termed  Upper  Cretaceous 
by  the  geological  time  scale.  Those  sediments,  which  are  named  the 
Edmonton  iformation,  are  coal  bearing.  They  are  the  source  of  coal  in  • 
such  centres  as  Edmonton  and  Drumheller.  Further  interest  has  been 
taken  in  these  beds  because  they  are  one  of  the  horizons  of  Alberta  in  • 
which  the  fossil  remains  of  the  dinosaur  are  found. 

6.  SOIL 

Daysland  lies  in  the  Thin  Black  Soil  Zone. 

Climate  — Annual  precipitation  averages  between  14  and  17  inches.  The 
higher  rainfall  is  in  the  southern  part  of  the  province  where  there  is  cor- 
respondingly higher  evaporation.  Droughts  occur  only  occasionally. 

Vegetation  — Grassland  in  which  bluffs  of  trees;  are  found  in  places  where 
moisture  conditions  are  more  favourable. 

Soil  Profile  — The  normal  profile  has  a surface  horizon  that  averages 
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about  10  inches  in  depth  and  which  in  its  upper  3 to  6 inches  is  black  in 
color.  The  remainder  is  usually  dark  brown.  The  sub  horizon  is  usually 
brown  to  dark  brown  and  the  lime  horizon  is  found  at  depths  of  24  to  30 
inches  below  the  surface.  Generally  the  depth  to  the  lime  layer  is  con- 
sidered as  indicative  of  the  efficiency  of  rain  penetration. 

Fertility  — Soils  in  this  zone  are  usually  fairly  well  supplied  with  nitro- 
gen and  organic  matter.  In  any  zone  exhaustive  cropping  deplete’s  the 
soil’s  native  food  supply  and  fibre.  A permanent  system  of  cropping 
provides  for  the  adequate  replacement  of  depleted  plant  foods  and  the 
maintenance  of  organic  matter. 

Land  Use  — A greater  number  of  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable  than 
in  the  brown  zones.  Wheat  is  the  principal  crop  grown  but  considerably 
more  diversification  is  possible  and  should  be  practised  to  maintain  soil 
fertility.  The  non-arable  land  is  generally  very  good  pasture. 


7.  HISTORY 

The  town  was  named  in  honour  of  E.  W.  Day,  on  whose  homestead 
it  was  built. 

The  early  settlers  arrived  at  Ponoka  and  Wetaskiwin  by  train,  and 
from  those  points  came  by  team,  oxen,  horseback  or  on  foot  to  their  home- 
steads in  the  Daysland  district. 

In  1906  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  completed  laying  the  steel 
from  Wetaskiwin  to  Daysland,  at  which  time  a large  influx  of  settlers 
arrived  from  Minnesota  and  Nebraska  to  settle  on  this  rich  land. 

The  year  1906  was  an  eventful  one  for  the  new  settlement:  Days- 
land was  incorporated  as  a town,  a school  was  built,  and  the  first  church 
(Methodist)  was  constructed. 

The  Merchants’  Bank  of  Canada  opened  a branch  in  the  town  in 
1907,  and  in  1908  the  Sisters  of  Charity  of  Kingston,  Ontario,  opened  a 
hospital. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Daysland  is  the  shopping  and  educational  centre  of  a large  mixed 
farming  district. 

The  streets  are  wide  and  gravelled,  with  tree-lined  boulevards  in 
the  residential  areas. 

For  the  sportsman  there  is  good  fishing  in  nearby  lakes,  and  good 
hunting  for  geese,  ducks  and  upland  game  birds  in  the  area. 

There  are  approximately  200  houses  in  the  town,  with  about  90% 
owner-occupied.  Rent  for  a five-room  house  averages  $55.00  per  month. 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  elected  for  a two  year  term  and 
six  councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  three  year  terms.  The  secretary- 
treasurer  administers  the  policy  set  forth  by  the  council. 
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All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month  — 1.5^  net  per  KWH. 

Connection  charge  — $1.00. 

Reconnection  charge  — twice  the  net  minimum  charge. 

Commercial  Rates. — Available  where  other  rates  listed  do  not  apply. 

Demand  charge  — $1.00  per  KVA, 

Energy  charge  — First  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  demand  — 
5^  per  KWH.  All  over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of 
demand  — IV^f^  per  KWH. 

The  above  net  rates  are  applicable  to  accounts  paid  within  10  days 
of  the  date  rendered. 

Net  bills  are  increased  by  5%  and  not  less  than  30^^  after  the  dis- 
count date. 

Minimum  charge  is  the  demand  charge  b ut  not  less  than  the 
domestic  service  minimum  for  the  same  town. 

“Demand”  is  the  maximum  30  minute  rate  of  power  delivery, 
expressed  in  Kilivolt-amperes  (KVA),  during  the  previous  12  months,  and 
not  less  than  1 KVA.  Alternatively  the  demand  may,  at  the  company’s 
option,  be  measured  and  billed  in  kilowatts,  or  may  be  estimated  by 
testing  or  from  the  consumer’s  connected  load. 

Power  Rates. — A.C.  available  for  motors,  rectifiers,  commercial 
heating  apparatus,  etc.  in  commercial  establishments. 

Demand  charge  — $1.00  per  month  per  kilovolt-ampere  (KVA)  of 
installation.  (One  motor  horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus 
to  be  considered  equivalent  to  one  KVA). 

Energy  charge  — First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installa- 
tion — 5^  per  KWH.  Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installtion  — 
3V3(^  per  KWH.  Over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  — 
per  KWH. 

Discount  — 10%  if  paid  within  discount  period,  based  on  even 
dollars  only  of  total  bill  with  a minimum  discount  of  30^. 

Minimum  charge  — $3.00  net  per  month  or  the  demand  charge 
if  greater. 


16.  WATER 


Water  is  secured  from  local  wells  with  the  majority  of  the  homes 
having  their  own  well.  The  town  has  two  wells  conveniently  located. 

Water  Analysis  Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids  1,540 

Ignition  Loss  176 

Hardness  350 

Sulphates  450 

Chlorides  50 

Alkalinity  615 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  — Bicarbonate  of  Soda,  Lime  and  Magnesium. 

Nitrites  nil 

Nitrates  nil 

Iron  5 

Fluorine  nil 
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The  local  service  clubs  are  active  in  promoting  town  improvements. 

Remarks  — Water  of  low  hardness  24.5  grains  per  gallon  and  con- 
taining 20  grains  per  gallon  carbonate  soda.  Chemically  this  water  is 
suitable. 

17.  FUELS 

Natural  gas  not  installed. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  — 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  deg.  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  — $6.50. 

Bulk  — 12  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  — 2,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  — 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  deg.  F. 
Winter  grade  — 18.6^  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  — 17.6^  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  — 12,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  procured  from  the  Camrose  and  Forestburg  fields. 

Rate  per  ton  delivered  — mine  run  — $8.50. 
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not  less  than  1 KVA.  Alternatively  the  demand  may,  at  the  company’s 
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suitable. 
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21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Cereals,  dairy  products,  honey,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  poultry, 
eggs,  sand,  straw,  gas. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal:  Post  Office. 

Provincial:  Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Treasury  Branch 

Agency. 

Municipal:  Town  Office  housing  Town  Secretary,  Committee 

Rooms,  Utility  Man,  Police  Department,  Fire  Hall. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Providence  Hospital  operated  by  the  Sisters  of  Charity  of 
Kingston  has  32  beds  and  a new  hospital  is  under  construction.  It  also 
will  be  a 32  bed  hospital.  The  hospital  is  staffed  by  a matron,  2 graduate 
nurses,  2 nursing  aides,  laboratory  technician,  X-ray  technician  and  four 
kitchen  help. 

Rates  per  day:  Residents  — $1.60 

Non-residents  — $11.50 

The  Alberta  East  Central  Health  Unit  calls  monthly  providing  the 
following  services  — Immunization  of  all  school  and  pre-school  children, 
examination  of  all  persons  residing  in  the  Health  Unit  district,  pre-natal 
and  post-natal  care,  inspection  of  water  and  food  supplies  as  well  as 
sanitary  inspection. 

Other  health  facilities:  2 doctors,  1 dentist,  1 drug  store,  1 veterin- 

ary, and  1 funeral  parlor. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Auditors  and  Public  Accountants 

Barristers  and  Lawyers  

Beauty  Parlors  

Barber  Shops  

Watch  Repairing  

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

C.P.R.  Edmonton  to  Winnipeg  via.  Daysland  — freight  service  only. 
Sunburst  Motor  Coach  — daily  service  east  and  west. 

Daily  truck  service  to  and  from  Edmonton  — 2 trucks. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

A full  page  of  The  Camrose  Canadian  is  devoted  to  the  Daysland 
district.  This  paper  is  published  at  Camrose. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

C.  P.  Telegraphs,  Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Post  Office. 
Nearest  Radio  Station  — Camrose  CFCW.  Nearest  T.V.  Station  — Red 
Deer  CHCA,  Edmonton  CFRN. 


None 

None 

1 

2 

1 
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28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal,  Treasury  Branch  Agency. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rates 

Daysland  20  $1.75  up 

Motels  — Nil. 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Alberta  Government  Campsite. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Roman  Catholic,  United,  Pentecostal,  Greek  Catholic,  Mission 
Alliance. 

32.  LODGES  & SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic,  Knights  of  Columbus. 

Elks,  Lions,  Board  of  Trade,  Canadian  Legion,  Ladies’  Hospital 
Guild. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Red  Cross  Society,  Home  and  School  Association,  Teachers  Associa- 
tion, Old  Timers  Association. 


Licensed 

Yes 


Hospital  services  are  extensive  and  well  staffed  at  Daysland. 
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43.  SITES 


Daysland  can  offer  excellent  industrial  sites  along  the  railway  and 
the  all-weather  highway.  If  more  space  is  required,  it  can  be  secured. 
These  sites  are  served  with  electricity.  Good  home  sites  are  also  available. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Black  soils  that  support  considerable  native  tree  cover  surrounds 
Daysland.  For  many  years  the  production  of  wheat  was  practiced  ex- 
tensively. In  recent  years,  however,  the  raising  and  feeding  of  cattle  has 
increased.  The  sale  of  butterfat  for  creamery  butter  production  is  also 
relatively  less  important  than  formerly. 

The  average  farm  is  about  a section  of  land.  Two-thirds  of  the  total 
is  improved.  The  area  per  farm  devoted  to  wheat  was  135  acres,  oats  44 
acres  and  barley  28  acres.  The  average  in  summerfallow  matched  that 
in  wheat.  There  were  29  cattle,  14  hogs,  0.5  sheep  and  124  head  of  domes- 
tic fowl  per  farm.  Approximately  80%  of  all  farms  were  electrified. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

On  the  North  — 12  miles;  On  the  West  — 6 miles;  On  the  South  — 
12  miles;  On  the  East  — 7 miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  — 3,679 
Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  — 539 


— 11 


